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Historic D.C. Mall Hike: West Loop

Washington, DC

Scan to open this hike

Distance: 4.9 mi (7.8 km)

Time: about 6 hrs (2 h 35 m walking + 2 h 50 m at stops)
Difficulty: Easy

Stops: 12

Route: Loop

historictrails.org/hikes/dipavc0O

By Gregg
The west half of the Historic D.C. Mall Hike: a loop from the
Smithsonian Metro station past the Washington Monument and the war

memorials to the Lincoln Memorial, then up to Lafayette Square and
around the White House, with challenges at each stop.

Free hike kit — generated October 25, 2026
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About This Hike

Positioned downtown in the heart of the nation's capital, Washington D.C., the National Mall is an open-area national
park that includes all of the most prominent D.C. destinations. This symbolic setting features monumental historical
structures, museums and galleries, honors the most distinguished public figures of our time and offers beautiful open
areas for the recreational enjoyment of visitors. In addition to its many great attractions, the D.C. Mall plays host to a
large array of free annual events and receives millions of visitors each year.

This is the west loop of the D.C. Mall hike, covering the monuments, the memorials and the White House. The east
loop covers the museums, the Capitol and the Library of Congress. Both start and end at the Smithsonian Metro
station, so you can do one a day or both in a long day. If you want to walk The Mall, then this hike will include some
challenges to make it more interesting. The White House is sometimes closed to visitors, so it can be hit or miss.
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Trail start - Transit stop

Satellite imagery © Esri — route and numbered waypoints as drawn by the hike author.
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The Trail, Stop by Stop

e Washington Monument (38.88946, -77.03521) Google Maps  Apple Maps

Suggested stop: 15 min

Construction started on the Washington Monument in 1848 and was completed in 1884. It's the world's tallest stone
structure at 555 ft. When completed, it was the world's tallest structure until 1889, when a certain famous steel
tower in Paris was built.

The Washington Monument is open from 9:00am - 5:00pm, and you need a free timed ticket to go up. The elevator
trip to the top is well worth it and is highly recommended. Tickets go fast, so reserve them ahead on Recreation.gov
or get same-day tickets as early as you can.

Note: to the SSE of the Washington Monument is the Holocaust Museum. Due to the somber experience, it is
recommended for youth groups that are older and have already seen D.C.

e National World War Il Memorial (38.88940, -77.04046) Google Maps  Apple Maps
Suggested stop: 15 min

The WWII Memorial opened in 2004. It honors the 16 million people that served in the armed forces during World
War II and the millions of Americans that supported the effort at home. The memorial was funded with mostly private
donations.

e District of Columbia War Memorial (38.88761, -77.04336) Google Maps  Apple Maps

Suggested stop: 10 min

This small memorial is dedicated to the 499 residents of the District of Columbia that gave their lives during the
conflict. In 2011, it was restored and rededicated to the D.C. residents who served. About 4.7 million Americans
served in WWI. The national memorial to all of them is in Pershing Park, near the White House.

0 Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial (38.88611, -77.04442) Google Maps ~Apple Maps
Suggested stop: 15 min

In 2011, the Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial opened. It was the first memorial on or near The Mall dedicated to an
African American. It's also one of only four dedications honoring non-presidents in the National Mall. Take some time
here to read the inspiring inscriptions.

Look behind the MLK Memorial to the water; this is called the Tidal Basin. Across the basin is the Jefferson Memorial.

SPUR: If you head south from the MLK Memorial along the Tidal Basin you will see the FDR Memorial. Continuing
around the Tidal Basin, you will come to the Jefferson Memorial. These two monuments are impressive, especially the
Jefferson Memorial. Please note, this spur adds a total of 1.5 miles round trip. Allow for additional time to walk
around and explore these two impressive monuments.

e Korean War Veterans Memorial (38.88767, -77.04760) Google Maps  Apple Maps

Suggested stop: 15 min

The Korean War Veterans Memorial opened in 1995, the 42nd year anniversary of the armistice. The statues of the
squad soldiers are quite moving. The Korean War was fought from 1950-1953 between the Communist North and the
Democratic South.
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e Lincoln Memorial (38.88927, -77.05018) Google Maps  Apple Maps

Suggested stop: 30 min

This stunning building opened in 1922 after eight years of construction. The statue of Lincoln inside is 19 feet tall.
The inside is as impressive as the exterior. It was on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial in 1963 where Martin Luther
King, Jr. gave his famous speech. The reflecting pool was built in 1923 following the dedication of the Lincoln
Memorial. It's about 2,028 feet by 167 feet and only 18 inches deep at the edges.

SPUR: Under the Lincoln Memorial is the new Undercroft museum, opened in 2026. It's well worth visiting. Free
timed tickets are required.

0 Vietnam Veterans Memorial (38.89113, -77.04775) Google Maps  Apple Maps

Suggested stop: 15 min

The Vietnam Veterans Memorial honors U.S. service members who fought in the Vietnam War, service members who
died in service in Vietnam/South East Asia and those service members who were unaccounted for (Missing In Action)
during the war. Its construction and related issues have been the source of controversies, some of which have
resulted in additions to the memorial complex. The memorial consists of four parts: the Three Soldiers statue, the
Vietnam Women's Memorial, the In Memory plaque (2004) and the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall, which is the
best-known part of the memorial.

The Big Red One and the Eisenhower Executive Office Complex (38.89614, -77.03871)

Google Maps  Apple Maps

Suggested stop: 10 min

This monument is dedicated to the U.S. Army's 1st Infantry Division, nicknamed the Big Red One. The large column
and statue represents the service of the 1st Infantry Division soldiers in World War I. Also surrounding the monument
are memorials dedicated to the 1st Infantry Division soldiers who served in World War II, in Vietnam, in Desert
Storm, and in Iraq and Afghanistan (added in 2024). These are the conflicts where the Big Red One defended our
freedom.

Behind the memorial is the Eisenhower Building, which houses the office of the Vice President. This building dates
from 1871, when it housed the War, Navy and State Departments. The building is built in the French Second Empire
style with its signature roof and was completely renovated in the 1980's.

e Lafayette Square (38.89945, -77.03655) Google Maps ~ Apple Maps

Suggested stop: 15 min

Lafayette Square preserves many of the original residences of the early Washington elite. Most of these homes are
done in the Federal style popular in America in the early 1800's.

Once on Pennsylvania Avenue, you will see the Blair House on the left. Built in 1824, it is the official state guest
house of the President. Truman lived here during his presidency while the White House was gutted and restored. It's
now used to house foreign heads of state during their visits.

Turn left onto Jackson Place to walk on an early 19th century street. Near the end of the street is the Decatur House,
completed in 1818, the first private home on Lafayette Square. Free tours are offered on Mondays; reserve ahead.

From here, walk into Lafayette Square towards the center of the square. The park is named for the Marquis de
Lafayette, a French nobleman who assisted the American colonies in their struggle for independence. In the center of
the square is a 1853 statue of Andrew Jackson.
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@ The White House - North Lawn (38.89876, -77.03653) Google Maps  Apple Maps

Suggested stop: 10 min

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue is the most famous address in America. Every president except Washington has served the
American people from here. Built between 1792 and 1800, it's the oldest public building in the city. To the right of its
center (west), you'll see the west wing and the location of the president's office. This is were most press
correspondents stand when they use the White House as a backdrop on the evening news.

@ The Treasury Building (38.89602, -77.03430) Google Maps  Apple Maps

Suggested stop: 10 min

The Treasury Building was built in three phases, beginning in 1836 with completion in 1869. The statue at the front
of the Treasury Building is of Alexander Hamilton, the first Secretary of the Treasury. Hamilton established the
National Bank and the U.S. Mint, designed a system of tariffs and was the key individual in guiding a stable US fiscal
policy. He was also key in reestablishing friendly relations with Britain following the American Revolution. He is best
known now as the man on the $10 bill.

@ The White House - South Lawn (38.89531, -77.03656) Google Maps  Apple Maps

Suggested stop: 10 min

The South Lawn of the White House is where the President's helicopter, Marine 1, lands and it's also where many
traditional White House events take place. Also on the South Lawn is the current kitchen garden, planted by Michelle
Obama in 2009 with the help of local school children. Tours of the White House must be requested through your
Member of Congress, up to three months and at least 21 days in advance.
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Planning Your Hike

Getting There

Trail start: Smithsonian (Transit stop)
Smithsonian Metro station (Blue, Orange and Silver lines). Exits on The Mall at 12th St. and at the southwest
corner of 12th St. and Independence Ave.

Parking can be quite a challenge. It is recommended to park in a garage and take public transportation to reach The
Mall.

Union Station is a great place to find parking and the building itself is a must see! The parking garage address is 30
Massachusetts Avenue NE, and parking is about $26 per car for the day. For youth groups, take the Metro since that
can be a new and interesting experience for them. Take the red line to Metro Center station. Get off and switch to the
blue, orange or silver line and go to the Smithsonian station. City Center Parking at 870 9th Street NW is also a good
alternative; check current rates. Take the Metro's green line to L'Enfant Plaza, then the blue, orange or silver line to
the Smithsonian station.

The hike starts and ends at the Smithsonian Metro station, right on The Mall at 12th Street.

It is recommended that you start your trip as early as possible. Many museums and buildings close at 5:30pm. If you
can get to the mall at 8:00-8:30am, you can fit in a lot of sightseeing. You're probably hiking in the summer; so, the
weather will get hotter as the day progresses.

Please Note: Washington has a great deal of construction and often closes its streets to accommodate renovation
and new construction. In addition, heightened security concerns can cause areas, exhibits and buildings to be
inaccessible at times. It is recommended that you carry additional maps.

Things you'll need: sunscreen, lots of water, a compass (real or on smartphone) and a camera.

Waypoint hours & fees

1. Washington Monument 9:00am Free timed tickets Same-day tickets are first come,
- (Recreation.gov first served and go fast. Closed July
5:00pm reservations have a 4, December 25 and one day a
small fee) month for maintenance.
4. Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial — — — Optional spur to the FDR and

Jefferson Memorials adds a total of
1.5 miles round trip.

11. The Treasury Building — — — Treasury Building tours must be
arranged in advance through your
Congressman. If you don't have one
scheduled, view the south side of
the building from the Sherman
Monument, just south of the
building.
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12. The White House - South Lawn — White House tours must be
requested through your Member of
Congress, up to three months and at
least 21 days ahead. The White
House Visitor Center, at 1450
Pennsylvania Ave. (15th St.), has a
great movie about the White House.
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Challenge Quiz

Answer as you hike — check your score with the answer key on the last page.

c Washington Monument

1. How many flagpoles surround the base of the Washington Monument?
A. 50
B. 48
C. 56
D. 13

e National World War Il Memorial

2. Who was the President of the United States when the World War II Memorial opened?
A. George W. Bush

B. Bill Clinton

C. George H. W. Bush

D. Barack Obama

e District of Columbia War Memorial

3. What is the animal portrayed in the center of the monument?
A. An eagle

B. A lion

C. A horse

D. A dove

e Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial

4. In the words of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,, what is "the only thing that can drive out darkness"?
A. Light
B. Love
C. Hope
D. Faith

e Korean War Veterans Memorial

5. The granite wall contains a simple four word phrase near the flagpole. What is it?
A. Freedom is not free.

B. All gave, some more.

C. Honor, duty and country.

D. They answered the call.

e Lincoln Memorial

6. Lincoln's words are engraved on the north and south walls inside the temple. How many carved stone eagles are
on these two walls?

A2

B. 4

C.6

D.8
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o Vietnam Veterans Memorial

7. At the base of the flagpole near the Three Soldiers statue are plaques representing the five branches of the U.S.
military who served in Vietnam. They are the Army, Navy, Air Force and which two other branches?

A. Marines and Coast Guard

B. Marines and National Guard

C. Coast Guard and Merchant Marine

D. National Guard and Reserves

e The Big Red One and the Eisenhower Executive Office Complex
8. In World War I, the 1st Infantry Division was part of the American .
A. Expeditionary Forces

B. Occupation Force

C. Volunteer Army

D. Armored Corps

e Lafayette Square

9. On the grass surrounding the statue of Andrew Jackson are four weapons. What are they?
A. Cannons

B. Muskets

C. Swords

D. Mortars

10. BONUS: Near the statue is the Baruch Bench of Inspiration. According to the plaque, what is Mr. Baruch's
philosophy?

A. Be Prepared.

B. Carpe Diem.

C. Do a Good Turn Daily.

D. Waste Not, Want Not.

@ The Treasury Building

11. How many scroll-topped columns support the roof above the entrance to the Treasury Department?
A. 6

B.8

C. 10

D. 12

12. BONUS: What year was the Monument to Sherman erected?
A. 1888
B. 1903
C. 1918
D. 1925
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@ The White House - South Lawn
13. Who hired the first White House gardener?

A. James Monroe

B. Thomas Jefferson
C. George Washington
D. John Adams

14. BONUS: The Boy Scout Memorial stands along The Ellipse. What anniversary does this memorial commemorate?
A. The 50th Anniversary of the Boy Scouts of America

B. The 25th Anniversary of the Boy Scouts of America

C. The 75th Anniversary of the Boy Scouts of America

D. The Centennial of the Boy Scouts of America
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Challenge Answers — Leaders Only!

8. A — Expeditionary Forces
1.A—50

9. A — Cannons
2. A — George W. Bush

10. A — Be Prepared.
3. A — An eagle

11.C—10
4. A — Light

12. B — 1903
5. A — Freedom is not free.

13. A — James Monroe
6.B—14

14. A — The 50th Anniversary of the Boy Scouts of America
7. A — Marines and Coast Guard
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